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SINOWATZ INTERVIEW ON MIDEAST, EAST-WEST TIES 





PM231506 London ASH-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 6 Aug 83 p 3 


{Interviews with Austrian Chancellor Fred Sinowatz by ‘Irfan Nizam ad-Din in Vienna -- 
date not given] 


[Excerpts] Question: Mr Chancellor, it has been noted that Austria's enthusiasm 
toward the Middle East has cooled, particularly since Chancellor Bruno Kreisky left 
his post. What is your explanation of this, and will you continue to work for peace 
and forward new initiatives? 


Answer: Allow me to disagree with you on this view, for I can assure you, as I said 

in an interview with an Austrian daily (a translation of which was published in ASH- 
SHARQ AL-AWSAT), that Austria's foreign policy with regard to the Middle East will 
remain as it is. But I would like to add another important remark, which is that 
Kreisky had much experience in this field and in international affairs. He certainly 
established excellent relations with the Arab countries, and we would like to continue 
the policy pursued during his era, particularly with regard to the Arab world. Kreisky 
occupied himself with Middle East affairs for 30 years, and nobody can easily fill that 
vacuum within a short time. 


Question: Therefore do you expect Arab policicians to come to you to ascertain 
Austria's foreign volicy and to consolidate ties with you, or will you yourself seek to 
explain this policy to their leaders? Are there any particular steps being taken on 
either side toward this end? 


Answer: Despite the short time I have been in this office, I have made a point of meet- 
ing with all Arab ambassadors and discussing Austria's foreign policy with them. I 

also had the opportunity of meeting the Arab League assistant secretary general, a 
senior Saudi official, and some Arab leaders and officials. I will have opportunities 
for wider meetings in the future, and believe that matters will develop by themselves. 

Il am prepared at any time for talks and discussions on matters relating to Middle East 
problems and to the strengthening of our ties. 


Question: Mr Chancellor. you said that you pessimistically view the Middle East 
situation because nothing justifies an optimistic outlook. We are cognizant of the 
degree of difficulty peace initiatives face, including the Fes plan and Reagan's 
initiative, particulary following the failure of the Camp David process. How in your 
opinion can a way out of this deadlock be found, and how do you visualize a solution 
to the crisis? 


Answer: You probably remember Kreisky's pessimism about Camp David as a peace process 
because it ignored certain aspects of the problem and because he believed in the 
need to include the Palestinian people's representative in any such process. 


Question: Does this mean that an inclination toward war exists in the area? 


Ansver: I believe the international community has to exert effort to prevent the 
outbreak of a new war, and all efforts should be made to stop such a war. Everyone 
desiring peace and stability in the Middle East should work toward this end. 
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There is no obstacle or objection to continuing the dialogue, however meager its results 
may be. Therefore, we believe a need exists for dialogue to continue, even with regard 
to finding a solution to the Lebanese -risis. 


Question: Since you are talking about dialogue, how are your relations with the PLO? 

Are they the same or have they been affected by the recent developments, particularly 
after the mutiny against Fatah? Does Austria intend to mediate in the matter, especially 
since it has good relations with all parties concerned? 


Answer- Austria considers the PLO to be the Palestinian people's legitimate representa- 
tive, and any attempt to establish peace in that part of the world will not succeed 
unless it takes into consideration the Palestinian people's legitimate rights and their 
legitimate representative. I believe that the PLO's balanced and moderate stance has 
created an opportunity to establish peace in the area, but recent developments and the 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon have complicated matters and exhausted those who were initiat- 
ing peace efforts. However, I believe it is not Austria's responsibility to intervene 

in the matter and solve the PLO'’s internal problems, but I believe that strengthening 

the PLO's basic stand creates an opportunity for peace. 


Question: Has anything new arisen regarding the PLO-Israeli prisoner exchanges?” 


Answer: No, there are no new developments in this matter despite the continuing contacts 
and dialogue. Difficulties have emerged in this matter as a result of recent regional 
developments. Austria is prepared to exert every possible effort on this humanitarian 
matter in order to help find a solution if it is asked tx do so. 


Question: In your statement last June to an Austrian newspaper, Mr Chancellor, you did 
not show any confidence that the Israeli Government would change its policy toward the 
Palestinian people. Do you believe that Israel, especially the Likud government, really 
wants peace? What can the Palestinian people additionally offer in order to help attain 
peace? 


Answer: First, I would like to say that Israel's existence is a fact that should be 
recognized. The existence of the Palestinian people and the recognition of their 
representative and rights are also facts that should be recognized. Any peace effort 
that does not recognize these two facts will not lead us to the desired solution. 
Force, in the long term, is not the way to solve international and political problems 
and therefore, momentum should be imparted to a peace policy. The Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon has prompted many people to think of the futility of resorting to force and of 
what it could lead to. I believe the Israeli people's wish to live in peace strengthens 
daily while the Palestinian people's wish to live in peace is known. Since the Israeli 
and Palestinian peoples are highly ‘ctelligent, it is difficult to understan4 why the 
present situation is being accepted end no attempts are being made to deveop matters 
in order to bring about a real peace process. 


Question: There is a serious question, namely, the heightening of international tensions, 
particularly with the approach of the missile deployment date in Europe. Do you believe 
that a confrontation will take place between East and West, and what are the possibilitie 
of detente in the near future? 
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Answer: We in Austria live in the heart of Europe, thus we have great hopes and are 
interested in a conclusion to the arms race, and we hope that matters will lead to a 
balanced arms reduction. Therefore, we support all Eas=-West talks in this regard and 
pin our hopes on them. I personally believe that we should have some hope of dialogue 
and understanding between the two superpowers, and do have the impression that efforts 
are being made to achieve progress toward this end. 


Question: It was recently rumored that a summit meeting between President Reagan and 
Soviet President Andropov might be held in Austria (Salzburg or Vienna) this year. It 
was said, Mr Chancellor, that you had spoken on this matter with senior officials of 
both countries. In view of the importance of the meeting with regard to Middle East 
issues, can you fill us in about such a possibility and its approximate date? 


Answer: Austria cannot decide the method and date of such conferences, but undoubtedly 
we are interested in such a meeting taking place between the two presidents. We hope 
that this will take place in the near future. We will be even happier if this transpires 
on our country’s territory. 


ROMANIAN PLANE CARRYING THREE LANDS ON HIGHWAY 





AU250952 Vienna ORF Teletext in German 0945 GMT 25 Aug 83 


{Text] Graz -- A Romanian civilian aircraft with three people on board landed at 
approximately 11 o'clock this morning on the B-54 highway in Lafnitz, in the Hartberg 
district of Styria. 


According to the Interior Ministry, two men and one very pregnant women were in the 
plane. No further details are presently known. 


COMPANY CONCLUDES OIL DEALS WITH ECUADOR, IRAN 





AU240945 Vienna ARBEITER-ZEITUNG in German 24 Aug 83 p 9 


[Summary] Linz (AZ, APA) -- The VOEST-Affiliated "Interhandel" trading company, 
originally set up by this big steel corporation to internationally market East European 
products it had to accept as part of the payment for its exports to those countries, 

is now making substantial profits. Last year its turnover expanded by 62 percent tu 
7.5 billion schillings, and is expected to reach 20 billion schillings this year. This 
growth is a consequence of international oil deals Interhandel has begun to conclude. 


"Interhandel recently signed a contract with Ecuador providing for its daily purchase 
of 10,000 tons of oil (0.5 million tons per vear). [figures as published] According 
to the Spanish EFE news agency, which refers to Ecuadorean sources, the contracted 
price per barrel is $28.20, less than the OPEC benchmark price. 


"VYOEST-ALPINE press spokesman Summer confirmed the contract's signing but refused to 
verify the price, stating that VOEST-ALPINE never reveals specific details. Summer 
added that Interhandel has also concluded a contract with Iran on the purchase of $185 
million worth of ofl and ofl products in the first half of 1983. He stressed that 
neither the crude oil nor the oil products would be imported to Austria, but would be 


sold by Interhandel to third countries.” 


In 1982, Interhandel'’s ofl deals reached 3.9 percent of the firm's total business. 
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BRIEFS 


AUTOMOBILE PARTS FOR JAPAN -- Last year, 498.3 million schillings worth of Austrian 
automotive products were exported to Japan in return for imported Japanese cars. This 
value corresponds to the envisaged 17 percent quota on the value of 51,200 automobiles 
and station wagons for which beneficial tariff rates (a reduction from 20 to 4 percent) 
were claimed. The quota for Austrian deliveries, raised from 17 to 18 percent on 

1 January this year, shall be further increased effective 1 January 1984 under a plan 
approved by the Ministry of Commerce. This beneficial tariff rate and the return 
deliveries also apply, within the framework of the GATT Agreement, to automobiles of 
all origins, including cars from the United States, the Soviet Union, Mexico, Romania, 
and others, although their share in the Austrian market is rather insignificant. 
{Summary} [Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in German 18 Aug 83 p 7 AU] 


ARMY PLANE CRASHES -- During a training flight on Thursday afternoon, a single-engine 
Cessna L-19 Austrian Army plane hit a power line and crashed into the Enns River. 

Both pilots -- 27-year-old Lieutenant Franz Ettlinger and 29-year-old First Lieutenant 
Gordon Kamitz -- were killed. [Summary] [Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 19 Aug 83 p 1 AU] 


BLOC BANK DEBTS -- According to a report by the Austrian Institute for Economic Research, 
the debts of East European countries to Austrian banks as of the end of September 1982 
were as follows (in billion schillings converted at the then valid dollar exchange rate): 
Poland 31.0; GDR 16.6; Hungary 14.5; CSSR 8.3; USSR 7.1; Romania 3.5; and Bulgaria 2.3. 
These 83.3 billion schillings are exclusively loans which Austrian banks granted to 
those countries and which the Austrian state partially guaranteed. In addition, there 
are delivery credits on which no statistics are available although the institute 
estimated these credits at 26 billion schillings in March 1982. [Summary] [Vienna 
ARBEITER ZEITUNG in German 18 Aug 83 p 6 AU] 


DRUG DEALER ARRESTED -- Viennese police arrested 26-year-old Gerd Kuenster, an artist 
from Knittelfeld, Styria, who attempted to sell a wide range of drugs -- heroin, 
hashish, opium, opium tincture, cocaine, marijuana, and LSD, in the city. Police 
confiscated almost 1 million schillings’ worth of drugs in his apartment. Kuenster 
and his wife made two trips to Amsterdam in July and August, where he purchased the 
drugs. [Summary] [Vienna NEUE KRONEN ZEITUNG is. German 18 Aug 83 p 7 AU) 


FRG ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION TALKS -- A meeting took place yesterday in Salzburg 
between FRG Minister Dr Friedrich Zimmermann and Austrian Minister Dr Kurt Steyren, 
each responsible for environmental protection in their respective countries. The 
meeting's topics, in addition to the destruction of forests by acid rain and plans for 
removing lead from gasoline, included problems related to toxil waste (special waste), 
chemical control, the reduction of emissions, non-returnable containers, detergents, 
and compatible testing procedures. It was agreed to regularly exchange information 

on environmental protection problems and both ministers endorsed the principle of 
polluter responsibility. [Summary] [Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in German 20 Aug 83 p 2 AU] 
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KOHL, GENSCHER DISCUSS DOMESTIC, FOREICN ISSUES 





L?241502 Hamburg DPA in German 1401 GMT 24 Aug 83 


{2 cerpts] Bonn, (DPA) Chancellor Helmut Kohl and Vice Chancellor Foreign Minister 
Hoas-Dietrich Genscher urged the Cabinet today, at its first meeting since the summer 
recess, to continue its good team cooperation. The chancellor, government spokesman 
Juergen Sudhoff later told the press, had expressed the conviction that the excellent 
team spirit among the Cabinet colleagues will “continue to determine cooperation in 
the future.” Genscher had elaborated on the word “team,” and therefore made clear 
the “political and personal shoulder-to-shoulder relationship” between the chancellor 
and vice chancellor. 


In his statement at the start of the Cabinet session, Kohl pointed out, according to 
Sudhoff, that the Federal Republic faced difficult periods in its domestic and foreign 
policy. Regarding the looming internal political differences over the counterarming 
debate, the chancellor rejected the idea of a “hot autumn,” which was helping to 
dramatize the issue in an impermissible manner. Discussion could only lead to practical 
results if it were conducted with facts and nonemotional arguments. In any event, 

this would be the government's line. 


Kohl again pointed out that the Federal Government's policy concerning NATO's two- 
track decision is “unequivocal, clear, and predictable for all." The government was 
not “hungry for missiles," but wanted serious and earnest negotiations such as the 
Americans have conducted to date. However, it did regard it as a fundamental concern 
of German interests not to allow oneself to be pressured by Soviet “missile pro- 
liferation” and the resulting threat potential, or to be detached from joint defense 
with the United States. The timetable of the two-track decision must be adhered to 
even in the event of an interim solution. This also includes the siting of 

Pershing II missiles. 


Like Kohl, who will meet the Bonn press on 29 August, Genscher also again stressed 
that every effort must be made to reach a result at the Geneva negotiations on 
medium-range weapons by November. The foreign minister again rejected the Greek 
proposal to postpone the date of counterarming. The SPD's demand to support the 
Greek initiative is designed to maintain the Soviet arms drive. Kohl and Genscher 
expressed their concern, according to Sudhoff, at the SPD's line on security policy, 
which signaled that it was increasingly veering towards the Green's policy. 


REPORTAGE ON SPD'S EGON BAHR'S TALKS IN GDR 





For reportage and commentary on SPD disarmament expert Egon Bahr's talks in East 
Berlin with GDR leaders, see the German Democratic Republic section of the 24 August 
Eastern Europe DAILY REPORT and subsequent issues. 


Mertes Criticizes Bahr Remarks 
LD250857 Hamburg DPA in German 0304 GMT 25 Aug 83 


[Text] Osnabrueck, 25 Aug (DPA) — Minister of State in the Foreign Office Alois 
Mertes (CDU) has strongly criticized SPD disarmament expert Egon Bahr for his remarks 
to SED leader Erich Honecker. In an interview in today's edition of the NEUE 
OSNABRUECKER ZEITUNG, Mertes said that Honecker and Bahr have been playing the same 
game of “misleading the German public with fear-invoking statements about alleged 
Soviet countermeasures in the event of Western counterarmament.” 
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The meeting in East Berlin was a “low” in inner-German relations, which should serve 
the people and peace in the divided coumtry, and a “high point in the systematic action 
of the SPD's leading foreign policy man against the peace policy of the alliance and his 
own government,” the CDU politician continued. Even if he does not want it, through his 
partial approval of the East's positions, Bahr is encouraging the Soviet Union's high 
level of arming, which is aimed et achieving predominance and hegemony over Western 
Europe. The agreement that the Federal Government is striving fcr at the Geneva 
negotiations on medium-range missiles will be made considerably more difficult by 
Bahr's actions. 


Mertes also criticized the fact that Bahr did not invite an “expert member" of the 
Federal Republic's permanent mission in East Berlin to the talk with Honecker. “Despite 
Bahr’s one-man act, the Federal Gove nment is not giving up hope that the SPD 

leadership will return to a policy of supporting the alliance and the Federal Government, 
such as the CDU/CSU has always practised in opposition,” Mertes said. 


TERRORISTS MAY EXPLOIT PEACE DEMONSTRATIONS 





DW241349 Baden Baden ARD Television Network in German 1900 GMT 23 Aug 83 


[Interview with Heribert Hellenbroich, president of the Office for the Protection of 
the Constitution, by Winfried Boehm; date and place not given] 


[Excerpts] [Boehm] Nonviolence might come to an end if the peace movement is turned 
into a vehicle for attaining other radical goals. 


[Hellenbroich] On one hand, we have the circle of the orthodox Communists, meaning the 
leftwing extremists, and on the other hand we have so-called autonomous groups. 


[Boehm] What is the strength ratio? 


{Hellenbroich}] This can only be very roughly guessed, of course, but there are about 
130,000 orthodox Communists and about 10,000 people in the autonomous groups. 


[Boehm] To prevent any misunderstanding, it is necessary to say that these are the actual 
organizers and not the multitude of peace friends or those who will participate in 
demonst rations’ 


{Hellenbroich] This is correct. The higher the degree of organization and the deeper 
you look into the coordination committees and so forth, the greater is the share of the 
leftwing extremists. However, if you scan the power column, the farther down you look, 
the higher the percentage of those who really are enthusiastic for peace and have 
nothing in common with communist objectives. 


[Boehm] What is the relationship among the extremists, between those not quite 
desisting from violence and those intending to enforce this propagandized nonviolence? 


[Hellenbroich] Quite unequivocally, the latter hold the majority, because all the 
orthodox people reject violence, be it for tactical or strategic reasons, but the 
discussion is in full swing among the autonomous groups. There you find receptiveness 
to the use violence at least against material property. 


[Boehm] Very harsh controversies arose between these two groups, especially in the past 
several days. What do you know about this? 
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[Hellenbroich] To begin, it is a fact that autonomous and orthe4ox groups cooperated 
despite quite divergent ideological positions, especially for the sake of the «mity 

of the peace movement. However, closer we get to the deadline, the reluctance of the 
autonomous groups to follow the orthodox groups becomes stronger. As for ideology, they 
: Why do they only onesidedly protest the West's actions and not the East's 

well? The East's arms efforts should be included. On the other hand, there are also 
thodological questions such as: What will the large-scale rallies accomplish, 

? We must find more forms of active resistance using more imagination. 


[Boehm] This applies to individual actions. What have you learned thus far about 
such purposeful individual actions? 


[Hellenbroich] We roughly know the course of events for the action week scheduled for 
15 to 22 October. There will be alternating people and alternating topics every day. 

On 18 October, rallies will be staged, but also, after a long preparatory stage, actions 
of a most diverse nature, the forming of human chains, symbolic blockades, and so forth 
ll take place. This will be concluded on 22 October with three large-scale rallies 

in Hamburg, Bonn, and Stuttgart. Aside from the large-scale rallies, there will be 
other marches, convergence marches [sternmaersche) and human chains. 









[Boehm] Are there any indications of a covert violence strategy, possibly involving 
people from terrorist organizations? 


{Helleinbroich]) Exactly: This is a point that considerably worries all of us. What 
they have done is choose a focus of action as it were, the munitions transports of the 
allies in general and the United States in particular. Especially the autonomous 
groups, and on the fringe the terrorists as well, have realized that considerable 
quantities of ammunition are transported in the FRC, starting in the north and extending 
far into the south. We have learned that these people have very accurately 
reconnoitered railroad lines and inland waterways on which this transportation takes 
place, including exact departure and arrival times, stopovers at shunting yards, and so 
forth, so that they practically have a complete schedule. In the meantime, they have 
coordinated this on the Federal Republic level. What has emerged i« the so-called 
Committee Against Bomb Transport — the KGB. 


We know from the past that the terrorist element likes to latch on to topics of particular 
interest to the grassroots level. One example involved the Western airstrip in Frankfurt, 
the squatter scene and the antinuclear power movement. Now they have come to realize 

that munitions transportation can very easily be used to elicit public attention, so that 
we must fear that the terrorists will latch on to this iseve and make use of their 
resources in attempts at arson and bombing — we already have evidence that terrorist 
groups have participated in these discussions. terein lies the core of radicalization. 

Of course, this must not be confused with the peace movement as a whole. [ven the 

avowal of the Orthodox groups is credible, yet they are part of the movement we will be 
facing in the fall. 


[Boehm] Considering the large organizations scheme for this so-called hot fall, it is 
only natural to raise the question concerning its finances. 
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[Gellenbroich] As I said a while ago, the essential force in these coordination 
committees and bodies is the DKP and its front organizations. We have reliable 
information showing that the DKP contributes its financial strength. Purthermore, we 
know that the DEP does not raise these funds through membership fees and so on, but 
that ic is rather very massively supported by the SED in the GDR. 


[Boeha) You have solid evidence? 

{Hellenbroich] There is absolutely solid evidence of this. 
ECONOMICS MINISTRY: DATA ON INTRA-GERMAN TRADE 

LD240917 Hamburg DPA in German 0743 GMT 24 Aug 83 


[Excerpts] Berlin, 24 Aug (DPA) — Intra-German trade achieved a considerable increase 
of 16 percent during the first half of 1983. This is particularly impressive if one 
considers that the Federal Republic's overall foreign trade dropped by 1.5 percent 
during the same period, and its trade with the state trading countries increared by 
only 3 percent. 


Figures published by the Federal Economics Ministry also show that there was a clear 
imbalance in intra-German trade, however, because exports from the Federal Republic 

to the CDR rose by 33 percent to 4.3 billion wnitsof account 1 wit of account equals 
Dal.0) during the first half of the year, while West German imports from the GDR 
increased by only 2 percent to 3.6 billion units of account. 


The area which gained most on the export side was the iron and steel industry during 
the first half-year, which increased its exports to the GDR to 750.7 million units of 
account (210.1 million) [figure as received). The chemical industry also profited, 
achieving a sales volume amounting to 644.6 million (542.5 million) units of account. 
Ag.ticultural exports also again increased to 563.6 million (334 aillion) units of 
eccount. 


On the GDR's export side, there was a clear drop in petroleum products by 179 million 
units of account. GDR exports of chemical products also dropped after a strong increase 
in recent years. In most of the other areas, particularly consumer goods and agri- 
cultural products, the GDR's exports increased. 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS, VOLUNTEERS INCREASE 





DW241040 Bonn DIE WELT in German 24 Aug 83 p 2 
[Ruediger Moniac article] 


{Text} The new law on the recognition of conscientious objectors which was announced 
by the Kohl /Genscher Government has not met the reactions expected of it. The reason 
for extending the substitute service term from 16 to 20 months was to allow all 
possible applicants to very thoroughly reconsider their stance on serving as recruits 
in the Bundeswehr. This has had little or no effect on the number of applications 
on hand for the first 6 months of 1983. 


From January to the end of June, 46,241 young men filed applications for recognition 
as conscientious objectors. In the same period of the previous year, there were 
34,566. In July, the upward trend continued with 5,068 applications filed compared 
with 3,202 in July 1982. 
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These figures sharply contrast with another development: The Bundeswehr is unable to 
absorb the number who have volunteered. Registrations by far exceed the requirements of 
the Army. This conflicting development does not permit a simple explanation. However, 
the rush for the Bundeswehr probably has something to do with growing unemployment. 


What conclusion can be drawn from all this? That the youth's relationship to armed 
[wehrhaft] democracy is becoming increasingly disruptive? Or that the labor sarket 
regulates the conscience? A mass hysteria is currently developing, and its low point is 
Lafontaine’s claim that only conscientious objectors act morally. In addition, people 
privately say that there are not enough substitute service jobs anyway. Finally, the 
examination of conscientious objectors is increasingly being slackened. The fact that 
with all this present pressure there are still enough young people who realize that the 
sense of military service remains a comforting conclusion. 


FRENCH CONSULTATE EXPLOSION Cl.\IMED BY ASALA 





NC251158 Paris AFP in English 1553 GT 25 Aug 83 


[Text] Berlin, Aug 25 (AFP) — An explosion today demplished the top two floors of a 
West Berlin building housing the French consultate and a French language institute, 
killing two people and seriously injuring 23 more, a police report said. 


Shortly afterwards, an anonywous phone caller telephoned the ACENCE FRANCE-PRESSE office 
here and claimed the explosion in the name of the Secret Army for the Liberation of 
Armenia (ASALA). Speaking with a foreign accent, the caller simply said: “ASALA -- 
attack on French consulate,” and hung up. 


The explosion in the Maison de France building on the Kurfuerstendam also knocked a 
number of workers off an outside scaffolding. 


TWO CITIZENS ACCUSED OF "SECRET SERVICE ACTIVITY’ 





LD250931 Hamburg DPA in German 0839 GIT 25 Aug 83 


{Text} Karleruhe, 25 Aug (DPA) — Federal Prosecutor General Kurt Rebmann has brought 
charges at Koblenz higher regional court against 59-year-old pensioner Hans-joachia 
Schneider and his 44-year-old daughter on grave suspicion of secret service activity. 
Schneider, who previously worked as a boilerman at the U.S. depot in Miesau, Zhineland 
palatinate, is accused by the Karlsruhe authorities today of going to work for the CDR s 
Ministry for State Security in 1971. 


Im accordance with his brief, Schneider is alleged to have supplied his control for 
years with a mass of written material which was accessible to him in his previous job. 
This was unclassified material designated for destruction. For example, it consisted 
of handbooks and workshop manuals for tanks and missiles, personnel files, and regula- 
tions of all kinds from which details of training, combat readiness, and arms could be 
gained. 


When handing over the documents to his principals, the accused also gave additional 
details of things observed by him at the depot. According to the indictment, until 1978 
the meetings only took place in the GDR, and after that sometimes in Mannheim as well. 
According to the Federal Prosecutor's Office, the importance of Schneider's activities 
is evident, from the fact that he received over 0M100,000 for his work as an agent, and 
was decorated for it in 1974 and 1980. 





* 
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MITTERRAND INTERVIEWED ON FRENCH ROLE IN CHAD 





AB251155 Paris AFP in English 1127 Gt 25 Aug 83 


[Text] Paris, Aug 25 (AFP) — President Franc is Mitterrand said here today that 
France opposed the partition of Chad but did not rule out a north-south federation 
“which is often more realistic than a formal, but broken, unity.” 


He said that his policy in Chad -- where he has sent 2,500 paratroops backed by Jaguar 
and Mirage aircraft -- was aimed at “putting an end to Libyan aggression,” and stressed 
his wish for a negotiated settlement. 


The president said he would have talks soon with Chadian President Hissein Habre and that 
Defense Minister Charles Hernu was going to Ndjamena, possibly later today. 


The French leader wanted to avoid an armed conflict, saying “We have no intention of 
ending up where we do not want to go.” But he warned Libya that it would be “imprudent” 
to bank on time being on its side. 


Mr Mitterrand told the evening newspaper LE MONDE in an exclusive interview that 
although French combat troops were sent there as a “dissuasive force, “they would fight 
back if attacked. He warned “They are not limited to a purely defensive role.” 


The interveiw was the president’« first public statement since the Chad crisis escalated 
three weeks ago with the capture of the northern oasis town of Faya-Largeau by Libyan- 
backed rebels after a tank and air assault. An estimated 2,500 French paratroops have 
been sent to Chad in the past two weeks and eight Air Force strike planes are now based 
at Ndjamena airport. 


Mr. Mitterrand then replied to charges that France should have intervened earlier, 
sending Jaguar strike planes to President Habre to repulse attacks on Faya-Largeau by 
ousted President Coukouni Oveddei. 


He said that French policy on Chad had been a “determining” factor in the conflict, 
because “if we had acted differently, either France would have been at war against Libya 
for the past few weeks or the Libyan Army would today be in Ndjamena (the capital). In 
fact, there is a lull in the civil war.” 


French troops based in Ndjamena, as well as those in forward positions at Salal and 
Abeche along the 14th parallel, 250 ims (150 miles) north of Ndjamena, must not only 
act as military instructors te Chadian troops but also undertake a “dissuasive role.” 


The president said “if threatened, our troops will hit back,” adding “they are not 
limited to a defensive role.” However, he totally ruled out the possibility of French 
troops joining in an attack by the Chadian Army to recapture Faya-Largeau. 

“Our troops must not be considered as being an auxiliary force.” 


“Just because the presence of France is considered necessary, it must be understood that 
we have no intention of ending up where we do not want to go.” 
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The French viewpoint was that Chad, as a sovereign state, had the right to request aid 
from any state that it wished. Mr Mitterrand added that "France intervened only because 
of the Libyan invasion. It is not taking sides in the civil war." “Libya's immediate 
concern it appears is expansionism, or at least guaranteeing ‘ts southern frontier. 

But if it could advance south without any problem, it would do so." But he did not 
exclude Libya having much vaster ambitions aimed at “setting ablaze Islamic Africa." 


He recalled that France was “not hostile” to rebel leader Goukouni Oveddei but criti- 
cized him for asking for Libyan aid, and by doing so provoking an internationalization 
of the conflict. 


Regarding the role of the United States in the Chad crisis, he would not comment on 
differences that have been reported between Paris and Washington in the last few weeks, 
saying that "The Chad conflict is of a different dimension to an incidental disagree- 
ment between Americans and French." 


"We have not ignored the Americans and they have taken a lot of trouble over us," 
the president said, adding he had exchanged letters with President Ronald Reagan and 
met his special envoy General Vernon Walters. 


France had not asked for two U.S. A®ACS spy planes and escort planes to be sent to 
Egypt and Sudan, but he had received news of Libyan troops movements from the AWACS, 
which have since flown back home. 


Mr Mitterrand said that at the moment Libya occupied the northern half of Chad — which 
despite its area had a population of only about 150,000 -- while the French troops 
were “protecting” 4,500,000 Chadians and most of the country’s productive regions. 


He said there were three reasons why he had initially refused Chad's requests for 
military aid. He listed the reasons as not warting a preventive war, an automatic war 
or French fighting in a Chadian civil war. It must be made clear that “the wish for 
war and domination was that of Libya and not that of France." France's military 
intervention marked its “determination to safeguard the independence of Chad" and 
"concern to avoid war.” 


"Nobody must doubt our wish to put an end to Libyan aggression, nor reproach us for 
seeking a peaceful solution.” The ideal one would be for all Chadians to sit around a 
table to reach a settlement, and if this failed then seek “peaceful inter-African 
intervention.” 


Cheysson: OAU Must Take Initiative 
AB242100 Paris AFP in French 1313 GMT 24 Aug 83 


[Text] Paris, 24 Aug (AFP) -- French External Relations Minister Claude Cheysson 

has said that France's objective in Chad is to facilitate discussions, but it is wp 

to the OAU and the countries of the region to take the initiative. He said this 
yesterday while addressing the Foreign Affairs Commission of the National Assembly, a 
communique issued by the commission today stated. “The French action is not inspired 
by anv ambition, not even military, and if our objective is to facilitate the nego- 
tiations which are very necessary, it is up to the countries of the region and the OAU 
to take the initiative,” the minister specifically said, adding that the OAU appears 
to be the most “appropriate forum” to hia. 
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According to him, the arrangments made by France “favor the opening of discussions or 
negotiations” without being the “initiator” of these deliberations. France, he 
continued, hopes to “contribute” to the creation of conditions for the peaceful settle- 
ment of the Chadian issue, but “it is not its duty to propose or impose a solution." 


Refering to the Aouzou strip at the extreme north of Chad, claimed and occupied by 
Libya, Mr Cheysson declared that France “had never recognized the Libyan claim," speci- 
fying that “the Libyans settled there in 1973 and built an airfield." He 

expressed the desire that "Chad remain an independent and sovereign state within the 
framework of the borders that it inherited from the colonial days." 


Regarding France's diplomatic contacts with several countries, notably the United 
States, Mr Cheysson stressed that “France did not have to discuss what it intended do- 
ing.” We have adapted our actions to our needs (...). In such a situation, the 
president of the French Republic and the government use their own discretion in 

acting and neither have to consult foreign countries nor be tied down by decisions 
made by a foreign head of state,” he added. 


Referring to the “direct intervention" of the Libyan forces during the Faya-Largeau 
attack last July, Claude Cheysson stressed that “the considerable size and sophistica- 
tion of the means used by France will make it possible to meet any situation.” 


"The French forces sent to Chad constitute a force of instruction, logistic support, 
and dissuasion,” he pointed out. According to the minister, the French action in Chad 
should be given credit for three things: ending the fighting, keeping a promise, and 
for making sure that “the two superpowers did not take over the matter." In conclu- 
sion, he recalled that France's attitude was guided by its “desire to honor all the 
agreements reached with its African partners so that they will not be disappointed for 
placing their trust in France." 


Defense Minister to Chad 
AB251114 Paris AFP in English 1109 GMT 25 Aug 83 


[Text] Paris, Aug 25 (AFP) -- French Defense Minister Charles Hernu was leaving for 
the Chadian capital of Ndjamena today to inspect the French troops sent there to aid 
President Hissein Habre, the Defense Ministry said. A statement said he was going 
because the French military contingent was now in place under General Jean Poli. The 
time of Mr Hernu's departure was not given in the statement, issued at 1:00 p.m. 
[1100 GMT]. The ministry said he was going on a special plane. 


RAPID DEPLOYMENT FORCES GROUND COMMANDER NAMED 





LD242202 Paris International Service in French 2115 GMT 24 Aug 83 


[Excerpt] This morning's French Cabinet meeting was primarily devoted to international 
issues. The government took advantage of this opportunity to appoint the commander 

of the ground forces of the just created Rapid Deployment Force. Its head is General 
Albert Forray, a Saint Cyr graduate who served notably in the Far East, Algeria and 
Djibeuti. The troops under his command are the llth Airborne Division and the 9th 
Marine Infantry Division, from which most of the instructors recently sent to Chad 

come from. 
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MARIO SOARES’ ATHENS PRESS CONFERENCE REPORTED 





PM241556 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in Portuguese 20 Aug 83 p 3 
[Unattributed report: "We Do Not Wish To Touch Gold") 


[Excerpt] “We do not wish to touch the gold," Mario Soares asserted in the course of an 
Athens press conference in reply to a question on the dollar's influence on European 
economies, particularly the weakest ones. 


At the beginning of the conference, the prime minister briefly evaluated the talks which 
he had just completed in Athens with his counterpart Andreas Papandreou and President 

of the Republic Konstandinos Karamanlis by emphasizing the importance of the visit, which 
took place at a time when Greece holds the EEC presidency. 


Speaking of Portugal's entry into the EEC during the question-and-answer session, Soares 
stressed that the two Iberiancountries' membership applications are clearly distinguishabl 
adding that the Treaty of Rome gives Portugal the right to negotiate separately from 
Spain. "Portugal has its specific reasons," the prime minister added. 


Emphasizing Greece's considerable receptiveness to Portugal's viewpoints, Mario Soares 
also stressed the importance of the two countries’ bilateral relations. 


Mario Soares remarked that the French stance on Portugal's entry into the EEC has 
always supported the Community's enlargement to include Portugal, recalling that 
President Francois Mitterrand has politically committed himself to the Portuguese 
application. 


The prime minister also recalled that within the framework of the negotiations only three 
dossiers (fisheries, agriculture, and the free movement of people) remain to be completed, 
expressing the wish that they may be concluded during the Greek presidency, which expires 
at the end of the year. 


Mario Soares disclosed that he invited the Greek prime minister to visit Portugal 
officially and that he had accepted. 


Mario Soares said that the Portuguese, IMF agreement reached will make it possible "to 
restore the country's financial balance in 18 months.” He also highlighted the govern- 
ment's policies, referring to the harshness of some of the agreed-upon decisions. 


During the press conference, issues on the current international situation were also 
broached including, specifically, the problem of disarmament. In this connection, Mario 
Soares emphasized the similarity of the Portuguese and French stances, stressing that 
Portugal favors disarmament but not unilateral disarmament. 


FOREIGN MINISTER MAKES BRIEF VISIT TO MAURITANIA 





For reportage on Foreign Minister Jaime Gama's visit to Mauritania 23 and 24 August, 
see the North Africa section of the 23 and 24 August DAILY REPORTS. 
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PAPER DISCUSSES ANTIAIRCRAFT HELICOPTER DEFENSE 





DW250900 NEVE ZUERICHER ZiiTunc in German 18 August 83 p 21 





[Two part article entitled "Antiaircraft and Helicopter Defense for Combat Troops — Pro 
and Con of Light Antiaircraft Guided Weaponry” by Charles Ott and ‘EAK"] 


[Text] “In the expansion phase foreseen for the years 1984-87 within the framework of the 
Army guidelines, the acquisition and introductionof light, portable guided weapons are 
envisaged as part of the moves to increase the density of antiaircraft and antitank 
defense systems. In Air force and air defense circles, opinions range from skepticism 
to rejection while the combat troops impatiently await their arrival. Points of view 
and requirements differ. 


Part one: “Light Guided Weapons and the Antiaircraft Concept" by Charles Ott 


During the modernization phase of our Army planned for the years 1984-87, the acquisi- 
tion of light antiaircraft guided weapons is foreseen in order to increase resistance 
to low-flying aircraft and helicopters. In view of the chronic financial situation, it 
has become necessary to determine whether this project, which will cost approximatcly 
500 million francs, possesses the necessary urgency and priority. 


Starting Point 


Our Army has at its disposal an integrated air defense system comprised of fighter 
aircraft and antiaircraft weaponry whereby the upper airspace areas are primarily 
defended by Fighter aircraft backed by long-range "Bloodhound" guided weapons. In lower 
airspace areas reaching up to about 3000 meters, air defense is undertaken primarily by 
a combination of antiaircraft cannon and guided antiaircraft weapons, backed by an air 
cover of limited duration. 


A worldwide comparison reveals that Switzerland has the best antiaircraft defense 

system in terms of surface area coverage in the Western world. Only the Warsaw Pact 
armies can match such a strong air defense system, whose components provide overlapping 
and thus flawless air cover from the ground up to an altitude of 20,000 meters. This 
fact is not only an expressionof the great emphasis placed upon defense by our Army, but 
also a measure of the very high esteem in which the military and political procurement 
offices hold air defense systems, and can moreover be judged the result of two special 
factors from which our country has benefited. 


l. The unique combination of Air Force air cover and antiaircraft units under joint 
command. In this way, one simplifies not only the organization of a synergistic, 
integrated air defense system; combined maneuvers held at regular intervals -- something 
unique worldwide -- clearly reveal the various options and requirements. 


2. Efficient domestic industry, which manufactures the antiaircraft systems, profits 
from these experiences. In this way, it is possible not only to speedily convert 
tactical insights into technical advance (for example: "“Skyguard” radar), but also to 
accommodate new research insights in our antiaircraft tactics. 


Changing Threat 


New fighter aircraft are increasingly in a position to carry out missions in the whole 
of European airspace from their peacetime bases. This applies above all if they avoid 
the altitudes between ground level and 3,000 meters most strongly defended by antiair- 
craft systems and utilize the capability provided by improved weaponry to launch their 
attacks from altitudes ranging between 3,000 to 6,000 meters. 
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Air support for combat forces on the battlefield is provided increasingly if not 
exclusively by helicopter gunships, slow flying figher-bombers and drones (remote 
controlled, unmanned miniature aircraft). 


Thanks to modern weapons systems, aircraft and helicopters are increasingly in a posi- 
tion to launch attacks on targets from greater distances. 


One must increasingly reckon with vertical actions. This means that helicopters can 
be used to transport combat units behind enemy lines, from where they can catch the 
enemy by surprise and either disrupt his defenses or swiftly extend any breaks made 
in his lines. 


Chinks in Our Armor 


At present we rely almost completely on aircraft to counter the increasing threat from 
the air between altitudes of 3,000 to 6,000 meters. The increasing throng of low 
flying fighter-bombers of low airspeed, helicopters and drones could moreover lead to 
at least a temporary overloading of our antiaircraft systems in the lower airspace 
levels. 


Light Aircraft Guided Weapons 


It is not surprising that light antiaircraft guided weapons are sought to strengthen 
the defense capability provided by light antiaircraft cannon, as they could signify a 
diversification and strengthening to defense which could be easily integrated into 
existing defenses. Such weapons have existed for a long time and have again and again 
been examined as to their suitability for our Army, wesavons such as the English 
“Blowpipe,” the Swedish "RBS 70" as well as more recent: the American “Stinger.” 
Acquisition has been repeatedly rejected on the grounds that the systems were not 
sufficiently cost effective and because the disadvantages outweighed the advantages. 
They would however be of great interest to us because they are easy to operate, easy 
to .¢ansport, and difficult to combat. There are, however, some significant disadvan- 
tages associated with the latest antiaircraft guided weapons: They lack autonomy, are 
not suitable for night and bad weather use, and are slow to react. 


Disadvantages 


If one does not have his own air surveillance system, one cannot possibly detect 
targets in time and thus take effective countermeasures. A light antiaircraft guided 
weapon is not efficient enough in nonstatic conditions even it is is used either in 
conjunction with a visual airspace surveillance organization within the unit, or with 
the help of a makeshift link to existing electronic surveillance systems. The fact 
the the system is not suitable for use at night or in bad weather means that in our 
climate it is inoperative for 60 to 70 percent of the time; thus, it would only 
signify a slight improvement on our present all-weather antiaircraft systems. The 
reaction time of the systems under consideration is a least 9 seconds from the moment 
the target is detected until the guided weapon is launched. ‘nis means that low-flying 
targets can only be detected for very short periods. 


Neither is the system particularly suitable to combat helicopters, and was incident~ 
ally not designed for this purpose. Transport helicopters fly less then 50 meters 
above the ground; therefore, they can usually only be attacked when they are flying 
away. 
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Helicopter gunships, sneaking up only a few yards above the ground, also cannot be 
destroyed with light guided weapons as well as ‘hey can with cannon. The gunships remain 
in their firing position only for approximately 1% seconds; therefore, they can be 
combatted with guided weapons only if they are detected a few seconds after taking 
position. Thus, it ie of little use if the latest antiaircraft guided weapons can 

detect targets approaching positions if the system requires so much time to react and the 
technically determined dead space is at least 700 meters. The new opportunities presented 
by this system of pinpricking and wearing down an opponent in the possession of strong air 
forces by deploying such a system in forested and mountainous terrains previously devoid 
of antiaircraft systems hardly seem to justify acquisition if the small state already has 
an integrated air defense systen. 


Part Two: "From the Viewpoint of the Combat Forces” by "EAK" 


"The views presented in the above argument require completion and must be partially 
ansvered. The problem is certainly complex; nevertheless, some remarks should be able 
to clarify the situation. 


The Antiaircraft Concept of the High Command 


Someone who is a member of a combat unit has great difficulty adopting the views held by 
air and antiaircraft unit commanders on the question of air defense, because they think, 
plan, and wage war in completely different categories than frontline base and battery 
commanders. 


First, the significance of the entire airspace and its various altitude levels must be 
considered, in which various means are required to combat different types of aircraft. 
From the beginning, we should remember that in the electronics age a small state will 
never have sufficient funding to provide optimal defense at all altitude levels. The 
scaies are further tilted by the fact that the means for antiaircraft defense are largely 
concentrated at the Army level, at the headquarters and operational command of the air 
and antiaircraft defense forces: fighter aircraft, antiaircraft units at airports, 
long-range ground-to-air guided weapons, and army antiaircraft units. Their task is to 
keep the airspace above the in*rastructure of the political and Army leadership clear, 
and only later will they be required to provide limited area cover for certain areas or 
operations. 


The light antiaircraft units in the divisions represent the only real antiaircraft 
capability enjoyed by ground combat forces. These units are equipped with manually 
operated 20-am cannon. It is easy to see that division commanders use such units to 
protect divisional infrastructure, that is, command centers, main supply lines, and 
bottlenecks euch as bridges, etc. 


The Air Defense Concept of Combat Unit Commanders 


In the circumstances outlined above, very little remains in terms of antiaircraft defense 
for the vexed commanders of infantry and artillery units at their bases, lines, and 
positions. What happens if they are subjected to low-level fighter-bomber and helicopter 
attacks because the area defenses previously mentioned and the antiaircraft shield are 
not concentrated enough -- a prospect that nobody who expects to be taken seriously would 


completely exclude. 


For this reason, combat unit commanders demand that antiaircraft and antihelicopter 
defenses be treated in the same way as antitank defenses, i.e. that weapons be issued 
to them and placed under their direct command with which they can immediately deal with 
emergency situations. 
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After having had their antiaircraft defenses provided by infantry and artillery units 
taken away as the result of a brainstorm by the Seldwyler people precisely at a time when 
the threat posed by helicopter gunships was becoming acute, they are now insisting on the 
acquisition and introduction of light antiaircraft guided weapons to prevent their lines 
from being outmaneuvred or positions on reverse slopes [hinterhangstallungen] being 
destroyed by assault troops landed by helicopter. What is the use of antiaircraft 
defense for the infrastructure if frontline bases and positions become easy prey for 
helicopter gunships and cannot be held? 


The Cardinal Probles 


In Air Force and air defense circles, one valid reason can be found to legitimize their 
objections to the distribution of effective antiaircraft weapons throughout the entire 
Army down to the platoon level: the necessity of fire coordination between Air Force and 
antiaircraft units. This is the cardinal problem at the heart of these discussions. 

One must talk about this quite frankly, and one may do so; no Swiss soldier would like 

to be responsible for shooting one of his own pilots out of the sky with his antiaircraft 


weapon. 


As long as technology is unable to place absolutely failsafe equipment and procedures 

at our disposal that are in a position to differentiate between friend and foe, equipment 
fitted with a trigger mechanism which automatically jams when the weapon is trained at 
one of our own aircraft -- as long as such equipment capable of integrating every type of 
cannon and guided weapon is not available at a reasonable price, one will not be able to 
dispense with the fire coordination between the Air Force, helicopter pilots and ground- 
based antiaircraft units set forth and supervised by the high command. Light antiaircraft 
units have the required means of observation and communication and are ¢dvilled in fire 
discipline. Tight control could hardly be maintained if antiaircraft weapons were to be 
distributed right down to the platoon and squad levels. Of course, if air cover is 
provided by our own Air Force or helicopter transports are in operation, no antiaircraft 
weapons may be fired. Thus, antiaircraft guided weapons raise communication problems 
that can hardly be solved by conventional means and procedures. This does not mean that 
mo new means and ways can be found. 


Weak Objections 


The objections raised regarding reaction speed and the dead space of guided weapons 
systems are less convincing. An extract from the study undertaken by the Swiss Society 
for War Technology (SKG) published in 1981 under the title "Air Defense in the 80's and 
90's (Aesmz, Huber, Frauenfeld) comes to quite different conclusions. On page 83 in the 
chapter entitled “Antihelicopter Defense" it says: The optimal solution appears to be a 
strengthening of the 20-mm platoons with one antiaircraft guided weapon squad each (e.g. 
Stinger). The call for the combination of every antiaircraft platoon with an antiaircraft 
guided weapons squad should be considered to be of the utmost priority in order to imporve 
antiaircraft and antihelicopter defenses at the divisional level. 
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Furthermore it is apparent that the number of 20-mm plattons in the security zones 
should be doubled at the expense of those in the rear zones. 


The rapid expansion of ground-based antihelicopter defenses has led abroad to the 
development of helicopter gunships armed increasingly with longer range weapons so 
that they can open fire outside the range of short-range antiaircraft defenses. More 
details are provided in the article entitled "The Development of Helicopter Weaponry” 
by Colonel F.J. Everett-Heath which appeared in the March issue of the INTERNATIONAL 
DEFENSE REVIEW (1983). For this reason, the SKC study denotes a reaction time of 
less than 8 seconds as “good” and still describes a system reacting in between 8 and 
20 seconds as “satisfactory” (paragraph 27.2.1). And finally, the study draws 
attention to the fact that “maneuvering airborne targets” can “practically only be 
dealt with using guided weapons.” However, the study does concede that expectations 
regarding the percentage of hits attained will be lower due to interference at low 
altitudes which affects the guidance systen. 


As far as the question of operational availability is concerned (according to the 
previous article, it is only 30-40 percent of the time), one must state that the 
anticraft cannon of the light antiaircraft units have to operate under exactly the same 
conditions (daylight, visibility). Amother factor, however, is that the most 

important of a helicopter gunship’s weapons also require visibility, the only exception 
is a few guided weapons that seek and lock onto targets, which in practice are only 
used to combat tanks. American helicopter gunships carry up to 76 70-mm missiles 
(non-guided), and their Soviet counterparts have up to 192 57-mm missiles. Thus 
salvoes of devastating effect are possible. 


Conc iusion 


From the point of view of combat unit commanders, the only valid objection is that of 
fire coordinations. One will have to search for new, practical solutions in this 

field; contralization would be precisely the wrong course to take. However, one should 
not introduce light antiaircraft guided weapons merely to upgrade the light antiaircraft 
unit to regimental status, thus creating new jobs for colonels, such as was the case at 
the time the militarily questionable dragoon regiments were formed. Since at present 
the Rapier guided weapon is being introduced to mechanized divisions, combat troops 
accord the acquisition of light antiaircraft guided weapons for themselves as high 
priority. Unfortunately, one can not bring down helicopters firing salvoes of missiles 
and cannon shells at defensive positions and bases, or for that matter at previously 
considered reverse slopes, with a flare launcher." 


GOVERNMENT TO BUY FRG LEOPARD II TANKS 





1W250645 Mainz ZDF Television Network in German 1700 GMT 24 Aug 83 


[From the “Heute” newscast } 


[Text] The Swiss Government wants to buy the German combat tank Leopard II. It 
will ask Parliament to initially purchase 210 tanks of this type. This requires a 
credit of 2.5 billion [Swiss] francs. 


The Leopard II of the Munich Krauss Maffei Works has won the competition against the 
American “-1 (Abrams) tank, which was also among the final contenders. 
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F INLAND 


PRC OFFICIAL ARRIVES FOR 3-DAY HELSINKI VISIT 





LD250959 Helsinki Domestic Service in Finnish 0930 GMT 25 Aug 83 
[Text] Chinese Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Yao Guang arrived on a 3-day visit to 
Finland this morning. During his visit he will have talks with Finnish officials. On 
Friday he will have talks with Foreign Minister Paavo Vayrynen and Foreign Trade 
Minister Jermu Laine. 

SWEDEN 


SIGNS OF FOREIGN SUBMARINE POUND NEAR COAST 





LD241228 Stockholm Domestic Service in Swedish 1030 GMT 24 Aug 83 


[Text] A depth charge was dropped yesterday evening at the approach to Karlskrona 
harbor after the Navy found sings of the presence of a foreign submarine in the Area. 
(Valdemar Wilke), from the information department of the defense staff, says that 
search helicopters have found signs of a foreign submarine deep inside the 

Karlskrona archipelago. The Swedish coastal fleet is carrying out a huge exercise in 
the area with 51 ships from all naval bases participating. 


NEW NECOTIATIONS WITH DENMARK CLOAKED IN SECRECY 








PM241523 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedieh 23 Aug 83 p 6 
[Unattributed report: "New Negotiations with Denmark: Results Kept Secret”) 


[Text] On Monday [22 August] there were new negotiations in Stockholm between Danish 
and Swedish Foreign Ministry officials on the delicate issue of the border dispute. 
However, the possible results of the talks have been kept secret. According to informa- 
tion received by DAGENS NYHETER, it is the Danes who want things this way. 


In both the Danish and Swedish Foreign Ministries, orders were issued on Monday that 
all officials with even the slightest knowledge of the border negotiations were to 
put the lid on all information to the outside world, DACENS NYHETER has heard. 


According to diplomatic sources with whom DACENS NYHETER has spoken, Denmark expressed 
the wish to the Swedish Foreign Ministry that as little information as possible be 
made public. Other sources said that the irritation within the two countries’ delega- 
tions at the negotiations has grown as the mass media have become interested in the 
talks -- particularly since Danish and Swedish Government members made patronizing 
statements about each other on television and radio. 


To prevent this mutual irritation spreading even further among the official delagations, 
the two foreign ministries will not only confirm when, where, and how the two delega- 
tions hold talks. 
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“The only comment from this end is that contacts between ministry officials are 
continuing. Despite what has been reported in the press, the contacts have not 
been broken off,” Danish Foreign Ministry press chief Bent Skou said. 


Neither the Danish Foreign Ministry nor the Danish Prime Minister's Office is 
willing to confirm whether the Danish Government has already replied to the telex 
message sent by the Swedish Government on Friday. Wo one wanted to say anything 
about what the Danish delegation brought with it to Stockhol# on Monday. 


“The government has in all probability not ignored the communication it received. 
But there is no response for publication at present,” Bent Skou said. 


During 4 stopover at Kastrup Airport in Copenhagen, the Swedish prime minister held 
consultations on the Swedish-Danish sea boundary conflict with Danish Foreign 
Ministry Under Secretary Egil Jorgensen. 


"It was an excellent opportunity to hear what the Danes had to say. It was a 
friendly gesture and of substantial value,” Palme said after the hour-long meeting. 


But he was unable to report any progress in the affair, which is an irritation to 
both parties. 
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KIPRIANOU DEPARTS POR ATHENS 24 AUGUST 





NC241438 Wicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1400 GIT 24 Aug 83 


[Text] President of the Republic Spiros Kiprianow departed for Athens for talks 
with the Greek Government on the initiative of UN Secretary General Perez de Cuellar 


regarding the Cyprus issue. 


President Kiprianow will meet with Greek President Karemanlis tomorrow sorning and 
in the afternoon will confer with Prime Minister Papandreou. 


During his visit to Greece, the president will be accompanied by Foreign Minister 
Rolandhis and Minister to the President Mikhailidhis. On his departure from Larnaca 
Airport, President Kiprianou was seen off by Chairman of 

Ladhas, who will be acting president in his absence; by members of the Ministerial 
Council; Greek Charge d‘Affaires Fotopoulos; members of the House of Representatives, 
commanders of the National Guard and police, and other officials. 


— ö— — — — — —— — —— 





NC250638 Nicosia O FILELEVTHEROS in Greek 25 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text] Referring to yesterday's press reports, the government spokesman stated the 
following: “There is no cause for the foreign minister to side with any party with 
regard to the Perez de Cuellar initiative.” The spokesman added: “The foreign minister 
is in full, close, and harmonious cooperation with the president of the republic in 
connection with the necessary actions on this question. The members of the Council of 
Ministers ‘are not in a state of confusion’; on the contrary, they are viewing develop- 
ments collectively and with all seriousness and responsibility — developments which, 
through sound and prudent study, can and sust benefit the country and the people. 


"I repeat that President Kiprianow is not undecided. He simply does not hastily 

make a decision on « question of such major importance for the country. However, 
guided by the national interests, he will make the proper decisions and undertake the 
responsibilities to follow them up after carefully weighing all the facts.” 
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CYPRIOT PRESIDENT ARRIVES IN ATHENS 24 AUGUST 





NC241748 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 1700 GMT 24 Aug 83 


[Text] Cyprus Republic President Spiros Kiprianou arrived in Athens this afternoon. 
Tomorrow he will be received by President Karamanlis and will meet with Prime 
Minister Papandreou. 


More on Arrival 
NC241803 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1630 GT 24 Aug 83 


[Text] President Xiprianow went to Athens today. He will have talks tomorrow with 
Hellenic Republic President Karamanlis and Prime Minister Papandreow in connection 
with the UN secretary general's initiative on the Cyprus problem. The meeting between 
presidents Kiprianow and Karamanlis will take place around 1245 [0945 GMT] at the 
president's residence in Politia. After the meeting, Mr Karamanlis will give a 
luncheon at his residence. The meeting of President Kiprianow with Prime Minister 
Papandreow will take place at 1830 [1530 GMT] at Kastri. 


Foreign Minister Rolandhis and Minister to the President Mikhailidhis are accompanying 
President Kiprianou in Athens. 


On arrival in Athens, the president of the republic was met by Minister to the Prime 
Minister Koutsoyiorgas; Foreign Minister Kharalambopoulos; Deputy Foreign Minister 
Kapsis; Mr Makhairiteas, director of the Greek Prime Minister's Diplomatic Office; 
Greek Ambassador to Cyprus Zakharakis, and by Cypriot Ambassador to Athens 
Khatzimiltis. 


PAPANDREOU CHAIRS CABINET MEETING 24 AUGUST 





NC241815 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 1700 GMT 24 Aug 83 


[Text] Prime Minister Andreas Papandreouw chaired a Council of Ministers meeting at 
noon today. He briefed its members on the Greek initiative within the EEC regarding 
the postponement of the deployment of U.S. missiles on European soil, the extension 
of the Geneva talks, and the results of the visits to our country by the Swedish 
and Portuguese prime ministers. Mr Papandreou also referred to his acceptance of an 
invitation from Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi to attend the special meeting 
to be held in New York at the end of September at the UN General Assembly. The 
prime minister will leave for New York on 25 September and return to Athens on 

30 September. 


Next to address the council was Public Order Minister Yiannis Skoularikis, who 
referred to the policing of the Attiki area and pointed out that although there are 
sufficient policemen, the organization of the security corps is such that the 
efficiency of the men engaged in police duties is affected. The prime minister 
gave instructions for the establishment of a ministerial committee to explore 

ways to relieve the police of additional duties. It was also decided that the 
police should train private policemen, who will be responsible for guarding 

banks. 
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AKROPOLIS CRITICIZES PAPANDREOU ON MISSILES 





NC241513 Athens AKROPOLIS in Greek 24 Aug 83 p 2 
[From the “Laconic” columm: “Whom Do They Serve”) 


[Text] Mr Papandreou and the two or three socialist leaders who have favorably 
accepted his proposal for a 6-month delay in the establishment of the Euromissiles 
have reminded us of the notorious “Munich spirit.” That is, that lamentable policy 
of appeasement which was followed prior to World War II by most of the Vestern 
states toward totalitarian powers. 


At that time, like today, there were many who were giving in to the demands of Hitler 
and Mussolini. They avoided responding to their provocations. They were trying 

to appease them, hoping that by doing so they would keep the peace, but they brought 
about war. Their peacefulness was taken for weakness. 


Today the same mistake is being committed in the case of the Soviet Union. 
Fortunately, this mistake is made by very few, but the result is that the Kremlin 
is encouraged in its intransigence. It does not give in on the question of the 
mutual limitation of nuclear arms. It hopes that leaders like Mr Papandreou, 

Mr srandt, Mr Palme, and the British Laborites will manage to foil or delay the 
deployment of U.S. missiles in West Europe without having to dismantle even | 
out of the 300 missiles that it deployed long ago on its soil. 


However, if its illusions had been dissolved, it would have been more compromising 
at the Geneva talks. Thus, those who oppose the deployment of Euromissiles do not 
offer any service to the cause of peace. They simply play Moscow's game and 
encourage it in its efforts to upset the balance of power in Europe in its favor. 
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REPORTACE ON DOMESTIC POLITICAL ACTIVITY 





New Rally Law Adopted 
TA241702 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1600 Gt 24 Aug 83 


[Text] Ankara, 24.8 (AA) -- The Consultative Assembly Tuesday adopted a new law on 
rallies and demonstrations, which replaces the old law No. 1)!. 


Under the new law, organizers of a rally will inform the local governor or subprefect 
of their intention 72 hours before the date, and the edministrator will assign an 
observer. 


The governor may postpone a rally if security forces under his jurisdiction are not 
adequate to deal with all the rallies planned for that day. Similarly, h+ might suspend 
Of postpone rallies for considerations of public order or security. 


Demonstrations may not be held within a one km. radius of the National Assembly or public 
buildings, in parks or places of worship under the law which now goes to the National 
Security Council. 


Three Parties in Elections 
TA250941 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 0900 GMT 25 Aug 83 
[High Election Council Resolution No 265, dated 25 August 1983) 


[Text] In accordance with article No 36 of the Political Parties law No 2820, provisional 
article No 2 of the National Assembly Election Law No 2839, and NSC resolution No 99, it 
has been decided on 25 August 1983 that the Motherland Party, the Populist Party, and the 
Nationalist Democracy Party have completed their organization by 1700, 24 August 1983, 
the beginning of the election period; have had at least 30 of their founding members 
approved by the NSC; and have established organizations in 4 provincial centers, and in 
at least one third of these provinces’ districts. Thus, these parties have gained the 
right to participate in the National Assembly elections scheduled for 6 November 1983. 
This announcement is intended for the political parties, for those concerned, and for the 
citizenry. 


Paper on Public Indifference 
TA250848 Istanbul CUMMURIYET in Turkish 18 Aug 83 pp 1, 9 
[“Obseervation” column by Ugur Mumcu: “How Many Million Votes?™) 
[Text] Political party spokesmen have recently been announcing “how many millions of 
votes” they will garner in the upcoming elections. When asserting that “we will get 


9 willion votes,” we think the parties have possibly acquired electronic equipment of 
which we are not aware and can thus determine the number of votes they will receive. 


Of course, no such equipment has been acquired. The party spokesmen are creating these 
oumbers. Their estimates are based on the number of votes their parties received before 
12 September 1980. Every party established today believes it is based on a pre-12 
September one. It adds a few million votes to that accumulated by the party, and 
proclaims “we will get this number of votes." The announced total of all porties exceed 
the number of voters. What can we say -- God bless their souls! 
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Look around you. Do you discern an interest in politics as in the old days? We do not 
believe an intense interest exists in the newly established parties. The people are fed 
up with the pre-l12 September period; thus a lot of time will be required to alter this 
indifference and suspicion of politics into an intense and warm interest. Nothing can 
be more fallacious than calculating future votes on the basis of old election results. 
Even the corner grocer knows that you cannot add apples and pears. 


Then where do these calculations of "9 million votes" come from? They are based on the 
deceptive and self-consoling demagoguery of one-sided propaganda. These numbers are not 
convincing because no bases of facts and proper calculations exist. 


As you know, institutions exist that investigate the tendencies of the public in the West. 
Surveys conducted by these institutions prior to elections in the United States and Britai 
produce results very close to the outcome of the elections. Turkey has no such institu- 
tions. As far as we know, the political parties have no such research in their 
possession. Party spokesmen are making up these numbers. 


We discern indifference to the recently established political parties. Of course, it 
would be wrong to consider this an unchangeable fact. However, we possess yet another 
fact. Newspapers used to seel more in election periods; today, however, there is no such 
development. This fact can be considered an example of indifference. 


The terror and parliamentary deterioration before 12 September 1980 certainly account in 
part for this indifference. The fact that the parties being set up today are largely 
similar exacerbates this indifference. The two main philosophical tendencies which were 
organized under different names after the days of the Unity and Progress Organization 

[in the late 19th century], that is, the conservative and progressive political outlooks, 
are not represented in the current parties. This also adds to the indifference. However, 
party spokesmen seem to be very cheerful. "We will get 9 million votes," they say. From 
whom, how, why, and for what reasen? These have not been investigated. Who needs an 
investigation? 


At a minimum, time is required for the civilian politician to regain any respect. 
Democracy cannot establish strong and stable foundations unless the civilian politician 
regains his respectability and trustworthiness before the masses. A lot of things have 
happened. It is not easy to ignore them. 


To repeat, we do not know on what basis party spokesmen make their estimates of 9 or 10 
million votes. However, if simple research is conducted, we would certainly find that 
the Sunday television program "Dallas" attracts more interest than daily politics and 
the parties. We do not base this on any scientific research, but we are sure that 
"Dallas" has at least 9 million viewers. What can we do, that is life! 


New Election Program 


TA241750 [Editorial Report] Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish at 1500 GMT on 24 August 
carries at the end of its news items a 7-minute program entitled: "Towards the Elections, 
which will be carried “from time to time” until election day on 6 November. The 24 August 
program outlines election bans in force as of 24 August 1983, particularly regarding 
Turkish Radio and Television [TRT]. 
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According to the program's provisions, TRT must broadcast in an impartial manner. 

It must carry prepared political party texts during the election period and party news 
in accordance with the principle of equality. Radio will accord a maximum of 90 
seconds for news about each party. Tomorrow political party news will be initially 
broadcast in accordance with these rules. 


The announcer adds that tomorrow's program will deal with election ban issues. 


GOVERNMENT TO INCREASE IRANIAN OIL PURCHASES 





GF241705 Tehran IRNA in English 1625 GMT 24 Aug 83 


[Text] Ankara, Aug. 24, IRNA Turkey's trade volume with Iraq has so far declined by 
75 percent, said the Turkish minister of commerce, Kemal Caturk in a press conference 


here today. 


Canturk said that Iraq was presently in a very severe financial squeeze which made it 
incapable of repaying its debts. 


Questioned about the alternative source to which Turkey was likely to turn for its 
needs, the minister said that the Turkish Government, to make up for its shortages 
caused by the decline in trade exchanges with Iraq, has signed numerous contracts 
with Iran and would continue to do so. 


In another development today, the Turkish minister of commerce, in a private meeting 
with the ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran to Turkey, Ganji-Doost, said that 
his country was prepared to increase its oil imports from Iran on condition that the 
latter would allow Turkey to export the derivatives to other countries. 


Announcing this, Canturk said that thanks to the high quality and the reasonable price 
of the Iranian crude, Turkey was willing to purchase another one million tons of Iranian 
crude on the top of the existing contracts. 


CZECHOSLOVAK MINISTER CONCLUDES VISIT, DEPARTS 





TA241648 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1500 GMT 24 Aug 83 

[Text] Czechoslovak Labor Minister [title as heard] Ondrich Frantisek has left 
Turkey following an official visit. Frantisek held various contacts in Ankara, Izmir, 
and Istanbul. 


ECONOMIC TALKS WITH BULGARIA CONCLUDE IN IZMIR 





TA241650 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1500 GMT 24 Aug 83 


[Text] The meeting of the Turkish-Bulgarian joint Economic and Technical Cooperation 
Committee, and the Trade and Industry Permanent working group has ended in Izmir. A 
statement issued at the end of the meeting notes that useful work has been conducted 
for the mutually balanced development of commercial and industrial cooperation. The 
statement notes that next year, another meeting of the Trade and Industry permanent 
working group will be held in Sofia, the capital of Bulgaria. 
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PURCHASE OF F-4 PHANTOM JETS FROM ECYPT IN DOUBT 





TA250602 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 17 Aug 83 pp 1, 13 


[Text] Ankara, (HURRIYET) -- A statement by the Egyptian defense minister [to AVIATION 
WEEK] indicating that Egypt has given up the idea of selling 35 F-4 Phantom planes to 
Turkey has been received with astonishment in Ankara. The Egyptian ambassador in Ankara 
refused to comment. However, a Turkish source said: "The purchase agreement had been 
extended for certain reasons. As HURRIYET reported earlier, the planes were to have been 
delivered in 1984. No official report has reached Ankara indicating that the sale will 
be canceled." 


A diplomatic source close to defense affairs in Ankara said that the fact that U.S. 
military credit cannot be used for the purchase of planes from Egypt has led to the need 
for Saudi Arabian credit. He added: The Saudi Arabian credit and the purchase of the 
Phantoms would have taken place through U.S. mediation. We do not know that the results 
are negative. 


Turkish sources said that during his visit to Saudi Arabia last week, Finance Minister 
Adnan Baser Kafaoglu discussed, among other things, the Saudi credit Turkey would 
receive to pay for the Egyptian Phantoms. The same sources say that they do not 
understand the Egyptian defense minister's statement while those negotiations are 
continuing. 


A military source has said: "If Egypt could have used the F-4's it would not have tried 
to sell them. Furthermore, it is a known fact that Egypt badly needs the money it would 
have received from the sale. It is difficult to understand the statement in AVIATION 
WEEK." 


ARMENIAN SECRET ARMY SPLITS INTO FACTIONS 





NC242040 Paris AFP in English 2031 GMT 24 Aug 83 


[Text] Paris, Aug. 24 (AFP) -- The Armenian Secret Army for the Liberation of Armenia 
(ASALA) split into two factions more than a month ago according to statements from 
members of the breakaway group. 


The new group, the ASALA Revolutionary Movement, was formed in revulsion against 
increasing attacks on “civilians” by ASALA, particularly the bomb attack at Paris Orly 
Airport on July 15 in which eight people were killed and 55 wounded, they said. 


The split was announced in almost simultaneous messages to AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE offices 
in Paris, London, and Beirut today, dated August 16, 


The message was described as “plausible” and "probable" by members of the Armenian 
community in Paris, who said that rumours of such a split had been circulating in France 


for some months. 


Armenian militants said here today the seeds of the split were sown last summer, when a 
series of attacks on civilian targets in Paris marked a change in strategy by ASALA. Up 
until then, their attacks had always been aimed at Turkish official targets, they said. 


The ASALA Revolutionary Movement statement said that "for years, under cover of the anti- 
imperialist struggle, attacks have been committed in Europe and in other countries, which 
had as their target the population of those countries”. 
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It said restaurants, shops, airports, and other facilities had been deliberately chosen 
"to serve as battlefields and military targets" under the "false pretence” of freeing 
ASALA prisoners. 


No specific incidents were named, but this seemed to be a reference to the activities 
of the "Orly Group", believed by police to be part of ASALA, who first appeared in 
1981, and have claimed a number of attacks on civilian targets. 


The breakaway group also said “the fascist attack at Orly Airport” was the latest and 
worst example of the exploitation of young Armenian revolutionaries by “certain 
individuals” within ASALA. 


The indiscriminate violence was mainly the fault of the "dictator and gangster" leader 
of ASALA, known as “Mujahed, Hagop Hagopian, Mihran Mihranian, Vahram Vahramian 
[spellings of names as received] and other names", the statement said. 


The Armenian militants are fighting for recognition of the massacres of their people in 
Turkey and elsewhere early this century. 


Cite Greek-Soviet ASALA Connection 
TA242007 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 11 Aug 83 p 1, 11 
[Report by Cem Basar] 


[Text] HURRIYET has discovered the Armenian murderers’ center in Greece and learned of 
their activities in Athens through photographs. One by one it also has photographed 
the Armenian militants who followed Turkish diplomats. 


This intelligence work revealed that the Athens daily AZATOR is ASALA's [Armenian Secret 
Army for the Liberation of Armenia] intelligence center in Greece. Compositor Varujan, 
who is on the technical staff of the newspaper, uses identification documents supplied 
by the Greek Intelligence Organization (KYP), follows Turks in the capacity of a 
journalist, and gathers information by continually photographing them. Youths from 

the Armenian Youth Organization follow Turks like their shadows. The reports of 

these units are regilarly sent to Beirut. Occasionally the units also direct ASALA 
murderers, who arrive in Athens from Beirut. 


The office of Agop Kasapyan, an Armenian lawyer serves as one of the centers for Armeni 
activities. 


Dr Derunyan, Grigori, Hagop Kesisyan, Hagop Palamutyan, and Kevork Sehbakyan, who are 
believed to be the brains of Armenian terrorism in Lebanon, travel to Greece on 
frequently issued Greek Cypriot passports under various names. 


It was determined that Gozmoyan and Natriyan, two Armenians who arrived in Greece from 
the Soviet Armenian Republic in May 1978, distributed large amounts of money to 
Greek-based Armenian organizations. It is claimed that they actually are KGB agents. 
According to a Beirut report, during 1978 alone, two agents distributed some 200 million 
Turkish lira to Armenians in Greece and Cyprus. 


Other Brains 


Another person attracting attention is Savars Topikyan, a lecturer in the Law Department 
at Beirut University. Topikyan, who frequently visits Athens, attends briefings 
organized by Armenian leaders. Conversely, Yuri Hacimiryan, who emigrated from Armenia 
to Greece, is known as the architect of behind-the-scenes Armenian influence in Greece 
and the brain that secures connections with secret forces. 
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Armenian influence in Greece increased when the current Greek president, Karamanlis, 
returned home from French exile in 1974. Greek political police member Etnikia Asfalya 
studied the files of all Armenians who emigrated from Turkey to Greece and singled out 
those who could be useful. Those who were chosen in this manner had established 
connections with Turks stationed in Athens in accordance with prearranged plans. Mean- 
while, the “residence permits” given to those Armenians were used as blackmail tools, 
and those who did not initially want to collaborate were thus persuaded!... 


Meanwhile, it is interesting that the Armenians chosen for spying are sent to Turkey 
at regular intervals, according to the Turkish National Intelligence Organization. 
According to reports, these Armenians transmitted the information they gathered to 
Greece; and those who did not want to do so went to France. 


According to information received from reliable sources, ASALA especially receives 
information necessary to plan assassinations from KYP agents stationed in Greek 
Embassies in various capitals. Moreover, it was also discovered that in the last 5 
years, Greek Cypriots, Palestinians, certain Arab diplomats, and Eastern bloc agents 
have been excessively interested in the pasts of Turkish diplomats. ASALA has its 
own intelligence organization in addition to the aforementioned. The information 
needed by this organization is supplied by employees of Armenian newspapers published 
in various countries. 


The Neos Kosmos quarter in the center of Athens is currently an Armenian stronghold. 
Youths are being trained in the sports halls and judo-karate schools in the quarter, 
which is 5 minutes from the Turkish Embassy. 


BRIEFS 


COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE — An agreement for Turkey's second communications satellite, 
which will be used for Turkey's communications with 12 European countries, was signed 
in Ankara today. The satellite ground station will be constructed by a Japanese firm 
and become operational next year. [Summary] [Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1500 GMT 24 Aug 83 TA] 


NARCOTICS SEIZURES - Narcotics units seized 3 kg of base morphine in an operation in 

Van and captured four smugglers in connection with the seizure. In another operation 

in Hakkari, 2 kg of base morphine were found in a house search. One person was 

detained in connection with the incident. [Summary] [Ankara Domestic Service in Turkis! 
1500 GMT 24 Aug 83 TA] 
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BELCIUM 


NEW ARRESTS POSSIBLE IN MICHIELS ESPIONAGE CASE 





LD241536 Brussels International Service in French 1500 GMT 24 Aug 83 


[Text] Asked about the Michiels espionage case, Foreign Minister Leo Tindemans said 
that other civil servants are now being investigated, and that new arrests could not be 
ruled out. Mr Tindemans stressed that the scope of this matter seems to be increasing, 
and that it was more serious than was previously thought. 


Leo Tindemans repeated that Eugene Michiels, who is now in prison, transmitted inform- 
ation that is not strictly in his field of competence; thus he is reported to have 
given secrets to the USSR on high technology products that were the subject of an 
embargo in relations with the Eastern bloc. 


THE NETHERLANDS 





CP DAILY EDITOR RESIGNS OVER PARTY CRITICISM 





PM241510 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT in Dutch 19 Aug 83 p 1 
[Wio Joustra report: "DE WAARHEID Chief Editor Quits After Conflict With Party”] 


[Excerpt] Amsterdam -- Communist daily DE WAARHEID chief editor B. Schmidt offered his 
resignation on Wednesday [17 August] because the Communist Party of the Netherlands 
[CPN] has refused to dissociate itself from the tough criticism of the paper's edi- 
torial policy which has come from within the party. 


It appears from the criticism that the disagreements between the “horizontals” and 

the “reformists” in the CPN have escalated in the last few months and that the Conm- 
munists are still divided on the course for the Netherlands people's daily despite the 
support given by the party congress in June -- admittedly after a heated debate -- to 
the CPN executive's plan to make DE WAARHEID into “a paper for the whole left." 


The immediate reason for Schmidt's resignation is the unmitigated criticism of his 
editorial policy delivered in the most recent edition of the CPN members’ newspaper, 
which falls under the party executive's responsibility. A spokeswoman for DE WAARHEID's 
editorial board said that this criticism comes from the horizontal or orthodox com- 
munist camp and covers three points: 


The editorial board is in the process of loosening its ties with the party; 

DE WAARHEID places too much emphasis on the collaboration between the small left-wing 
parties; 

Reporting on Eastern Europe is too critical. 








END OF 
FICHE 
DATE FILMED 


AWwve * * 


















C 


